
 
 
 

 
 

VBS GRANT PROGRAM FOR NEW OR REFURBISHED BB TRAILS 
 
 

 
PARTICULARS/ REQUIREMENTS: 

• Applications for Grants must be submitted to the State County Coordinator. (See the application below) 
 

• All grants will be decided and awarded on a first come first served basis. 
 

• All construction for grants awarded in the fall must be completed by 3/1 of the following spring in order to 
qualify for that fiscal year’s funds. 

 
• [The applicant must purchase the materials and submit complete receipts for any reimbursement by VBS. 

Submission of receipts to VBS is in order for the applicant to be reimbursed.] Discuss this with the State 
County Coordinator there could be exceptions. 

 
• The applicant must construct the nest boxes and two predator guards from materials purchased at a home 

improvement store.  The applicant may purchase already constructed nest boxes from approved sources 
(VBS can provide sources for these). 

 
• VBS prefers the nest boxes be constructed using the Carl Little design (see our website) but will entertain 

other proposals.  The box MUST be side opening. 
 

• The trails must be located in appropriate bluebird habitat on any public land. This land can be in a park 
(city, county, state or federal); school property; public golf course; or any other public land.  VBS can also 
assist with the placement of nest boxes for your trail. 

 
• The boxes must be mounted on one-inch electrical conduit poles with both a snake guard and a raccoon 

guard (see our website for these plans). 
 

• The grant recipient must ensure that the bluebird trail is monitored weekly from April 1 through August 31  
(see below for help with this aspect of the grant). 

 
• Refurbished trail applications can be for as many as 25 boxes (a refurbished trail should already have bb 

boxes mounted on metal poles). 
 

• All grants awarded will be given a sign (provided at no charge) to staple onto the boxes on that trail. See a 
copy of this sign below. 

 
 

 
Nest boxes in urban areas will be afforded priority.   The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
(DGIF) provides available grant funds for construction of urban bluebird trails.  The State County coordinator will 
check that for you.  Tell VBS if you think you might qualify as an urban area. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
How to find BB monitors: 

• Write an article for your local paper;  
• Give a program to a local civic organization, bird club, or garden club meeting. 
• Ask one of the VBS board members to come to your area and give a program. 
• Place a request for volunteers in your local paper (VBS has a generic article that can be used for this).   
•  The VBS State County Coordinator can also help with additional advice.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DGIF/VBS Partnership Nestbox sign: 
 



 
 



 
 


