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*Paraphrase of an original flow chart by the Suncoast Seabird Sanctuary, Inc., Indian Shores, Florida 

What Should I do with a Baby Bird?*

Is the chick 
Take the chick to the 
nearest wildlife rescue 
location or rehabilitator

Is the chick 
featherless or fuzzy?

If it has feathers, it is a fledgling. 
It is supposed to be hopping 
around on the ground; it's 
learning needed skills

Is the chick in a safe 
place?

Leave it 
there

Place it in a nearby 
tree or shrub

The chick is termed a 
nestling and it belongs in 
a nest. Try to locate the 
nest

Is there a 
nest?

Put the chick back into the 
nest if you can (don't worry 
about touching the nestling; 
most birds have a very poor 
sense of smell and will not 
reject their chick if you handle 
it). 

If you cannot return the chick to 
its parents or if you know that the 
parents have been killed, take 
the chick to the nearest wildlife 
rehabilitator. Note that 
permanent posession of a native 
wild bird is illegal!

You can make a substitute nest; for example, 
a hanging basket or margerine tub with holes 
in the bottom for drainage. Fill the container 
with parts of the old nest, dried leaves, or 
pine needles to about an inch from the top. 
Make an indentation in the center, firmlay 
attach the nest to the original tree or one 
nearby (not too far from the original site), then 
put the chick in. If the parents do not return in 
a few hours, take the chick to a rehabilitator
              DO NOT GIVE IT FOOD OR 
FLUIDS!

Start Here


